Prayer Focus:   

Exodus 8:1-4

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is what the LORD says: Let my people go, so that they may worship me.  If you refuse to let them go, I will send a plague of frogs on your whole country.  The Nile will teem with frogs. They will come up into your palace and your bedroom and onto your bed, into the houses of your officials and on your people, and into your ovens and kneading troughs.  The frogs will come up on you and your people and all your officials.’”


Prelude to Prayer:

"Eat a live frog the first thing in the morning and nothing worse will happen to you the rest of the day."  ~ Mark Twain

[bookmark: _5f1b6xf4rmmj]
· [bookmark: _vomfuyatnu82]Lord, You’re the only God who sets His people free, going to extreme and strange lengths to do so.  Thank You for weird and utterly complete Love.
[bookmark: _msfx9seyg9rl]
· [bookmark: _d7yzjxc7oymx]You’re the only God with a plan that runs from the Beginning to the End of time, and of me.  You’re there when the starting pistol sounds, and You’re there cheering my finish at the end of the race.
[bookmark: _e8a09cxyenv4]
· [bookmark: _mkc7x7wumu2g]You’re never late, never busy, never absent, never indifferent.  Thank You for showing up for me Every Single Time.
[bookmark: _a56apnd65f8b]
· [bookmark: _e132tly1qo9d]Thank You for showing up for me this week when…
[bookmark: _3alotp139g0a]
· [bookmark: _e10zoacw7f4z]I confess I sometimes get nervous that You won’t show up.  Dumb, I know.  You are faithful.  It’s Your whole deal.  Forgive my short-sightedness, my broken belief that my circumstances will somehow escape Your notice.
[bookmark: _1pimumyd8gwt]
· [bookmark: _rdn04zg1k74o]Forgive me for thinking You didn’t notice when...
[bookmark: _po8d5gazjtxb]
· [bookmark: _jvylfm3n537m]Sometimes I think You aren’t showing up because I have a frog or two on my plate.  I just have a gross and hard thing I have to do, and I don’t want to do it, so I blame You for it. 
[bookmark: _s60pw2yz8jvc]
· [bookmark: _y44hywxzzk6l]Forgive my squeamishness and my faint heart.  Restore to me the joy of my salvation and create a right spirit within me that trusts You to show up and help me through the frogs.
[bookmark: _6onwo2cblk43]
· [bookmark: _28nr8pv4gn2o]I also get angry because I have frogs on my plate that I feel shouldn’t be mine to eat.  They’re the result of someone else’s pride or error, and I resist just doing the hard thing because I didn’t cause it.
[bookmark: _hzai6iswirbk]
· [bookmark: _ru8lfslcza2g]Help me remember that sin isn’t an individual tab at a restaurant, but a global condition.  We’re all in the muck together, so sometimes my frog gets on his plate, and her frog gets on mine.  Help me forgive and ask forgiveness when that happens.
[bookmark: _c70dhhy0azw7]
· [bookmark: _hjd0xv33bqo1]Help me choose to respond in righteousness and mercy instead of petty accounting.  Jesus took what wasn’t his to bear.  I can do a hard thing now and then to lift a burden for someone else You love.  Help me count that a blessing.
[bookmark: _i2h1j73kp45g]
· [bookmark: _12zgienasyxl]It might even be that my frog isn’t about me, but part of a plan to bless people 2500 years in the future.  Help me let go, believe Your sovereignty and goodness, and do what love requires right now, however bizarre that looks.
[bookmark: _rg1n23ptyk15]
· [bookmark: _cc2yc08l5psq]And when my neighbors are at the end of their ropes, sick and tired of the frogs in their beds and ovens, give me the courage and wisdom to sit down with them, cry with them, and point to You.  
[bookmark: _s10jwsag4sh3]
· [bookmark: _rs3mpbavyjgg]For our friends who have hard frogs right now, be present and real as You comfort and guide.  Help Kathy P’s family in Michigan through their grief over her sister-in-law’s death.  Help Laura Mercer’s family (Kathy’s host) through their grief over her sister Rhonda’s death.
[bookmark: _3oe4d8ayrp0l]
· [bookmark: _2n5uvop1zbw9]Hilary’s dad and Scott’s dad have hard frogs right now.  Be strength and hope for those men and their families as they pursue cancer treatments and reckon with the nearness of endings.
[bookmark: _2q6q3n6hw2ci]
· [bookmark: _5w5zwxdsadht]Be hope and delight for all of us as we number our days.  You are always what comes after the frogs.  In glory with You, no more hard things.  There, a frog-free hallelujah.
[bookmark: _ffothzxux76]
[bookmark: _eqoa4qoj1kp0]In Jesus’ name, Amen.
